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Centre defends
UNGA abstention

Govt. says resolution that called for truce and ceasefire in Gaza did not

include ‘explicit condemnation’ of the October 7 terror attacks in Israel

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

he Union government on Satur-
day defended its decision to ab-
stain in a UN General Assembly
vote on resolution that called for
a humanitarian truce and ceasefire in Gaza,
saying it did not include “explicit condem-
nation™ of the October 7 terror attacks in Is-
rael. A note circulated by government
sources, responding to criticism from Op-
position members about the vote, said that
since India’s concerns over omissions had
not been covered by the final text of the re-
solution, it had decided to abstain.

“There can be no equivocation on ter-
ror,” a source said, calling India’s position
“steadfast and consistent™.

The resolution, titled the “Protection of
civilians and upholding legal and humani-
tarian obligations”, proposed by Jordan on
behalf of the Arab League and co-spon-
sored by nearly 40 countries, was passed in
on Friday with 120 votes in favour, 14 in-
cluding the U.S. and U.K. against, and 45 ab-
stentions, including India.

In its explanation of vote (EoV), France
also objected to the omission of references

The UN General Assembly on Friday voted for an
‘immediate humanitarian truce’ in Gaza. aFp

to the October 7 attacks as well as the hos-
tages taken, but in a break from its western
allies, voted for the resolution saying “noth-
ing can justify the suffering of civilians. All
victims deserve our compassion, all lives
are equal and there is no hierarchy bet-
ween them”.

The resolution adopted had condemned
“all acts of violence aimed at Palestinian
and Israeli civilians, including all acts of ter-
rorism and indiscriminate attacks, as well
as all acts of provocation, incitement and
destruction”.

CONTINUED ON
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Centre defends
UNGA abstention

However, it did not specifically refer to the terror
attacks by Hamas earlier this month that left more
than 1,400 Israelis dead and 229 taken hostage.
In three weeks of retaliatory strikes by lsraeli
Defence Forces, the Health Ministry in Hamas-
controlled Gaxza has estimated that at least 7,700

Palestinians have been killed, around half of

which are children.

In the EoV delivered by India's Deputy Perma-
nent Representative Yojana Patel, India had called
fior condemnation of the attacks and for the imme-
diate and unconditional release of hostages.

“Terrorism is a malignancy and knows no bor-
ders, nationality, or race. The world should not
buy into any justification of terror acts,” Ms. Patel
said, before addressing the death toll from the [DF
bombardment of Gaza.

“Casualties in the ongoing conflict in Gaza are a
telling, serious, and continuing concern. Civilians,
especially women and children are paying with
their lives,” she said, referring to the aid efforts to
help Palestinians who have been evacuated from
north Gaza to the south, which India is also a part
af.

Significantly, in its own EoV, India did not name
Hamas directly either. India had however backed
an earlier amendment proposed by Canada to add
a paragraph that would “unequivocally reject and
condemn the terrorist attacks by Hamas that took
place in Israel starting on 7 October 2023, and
call for hostages to be released. The amendment
was not approved as only 88 countries, less than
the two-thirds required, voted for it

Opposition slams decision
India’s vote, that differed from a previous vote in
tavour of a UNGA resolution calling for a ceasefire
in Gaza in 2018 and other similar votes in the past,
was cTiticised by Opposition parties who accused
the government of “refusing to take a stand™.
“This is a humanitarian issue, not a political
one,” said AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi, point-
img out that India’s abstention stood "alone™.
“An eye for an eye makes the whaole world
blind”, zaid Congress leader Privanka Gandhi.
Government sources, however, said that India
had stressed its “consistent stand on Palestine”,
saying in the EoV that India supports a negotiated
two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine issue.
(With inputs from Sandeep Phudan)

MGNEREGS
sees 7.5% dip
in active
workforce

Thie Himdw Bureain
S EW DELHI

In a significant contraction
in the waoridorce under the
szharma Gandhi National
Rural Employment G
ramnies Sctvemme
l!hl:l'_.r'ij-:.l-_-l_.b_l, a dam amahy-
sis by LibTech Imdia — a
consortinvm of academics
amd activisis — for Apail-
Zepiember reveals a T5%
reduction inthe number of
actve workers, from. 1549
crore in the previous. fscal
year i B33 crore, as per
thex data avaihble wll Oc-
mnber &,

The LibTech's
AMGNMEEL S iracker i
April-September 20T pro-
vides @ coamparative anahy-
zis of data from ]:lrﬂ-ned:l:ng
financial years B0E1-Z2 amd
22223 during the same
time frame, wsng the daza
availihle with the Bural De-
veln i
T smu:m:lrm read
:l].n:m;g with a met deletion of
2 hkh workers in the oo-
goimg Emamncial year, paines
a beak picmure for thee
gramme. “These satistics
mdicaie a ifcant com-
fraction in B MRELS
woriforce,  emplasisng
thes meed for a oo

sirategies for revitalising
the programame’s partior
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Fading legacy: 1,300-year-old Pallava
paintings lie in neglect in Villupuram

B. Kalappan
CHENMAI

Neglect has taken a heavy
toll on the 1,300-year-old
Pallava-era paintings at Ta-
lagirishwara temple at Pa-
namalai in Villupuram dis-
trict. The panel depicting
the dance of Lord Shiva
has almost faded away and
only the face of poddess
Parvathi and a few patches
Temain now.

“When | visited the tem-
ple in 2017, 1 could figure
out the faces in the paint-
ings. Since the temple is
under the control of the Ar-
chaeological Survey of In-
dia (AS]), I have requested
the officials to restore
them,” said [. Ravikumar,

Villupuram Lok Sabha
member.

The temple was con-
structed by Pallava king
MNarasimhavarman 11, pop-
ularly known as Rajasim-
ha. Mr. Ravikumar said it
was a living temple and a
lot of devotees were visit-
ing it on a daily basis. “The
paintings bear a close re-
semblance to the paintings
in Ajantha and Chithanna-
vasal,” he added.

The paintings are on the
wall of a sub-temple on the
northern side of the Tala-
girishwara (Siva) temple,
perched on Panamalai, the
Tamil name of the word
Talagiri.

“The painting is on the
wall behind the Extupattai

lingam. It shows Lord Shi-
va with eight hands danc-
ing, known as Latathila-
gabhari, being watched by
Goddess Parvathi with her
crown and well-decorated
umbrella,” said . Ramesh,
assistant professor of His-
tory department, Arignar

Anna Arts College,
Villupuram.
He said Panamalai

paintings were older than
Chithannavasal paintings
and the Pallava king would
have chosen the hills to
build the temple because it
was near the first rock-cut
temple in Mandagapattu.

He said it was still possi-
ble that the paintings could
be restored with the help
of experts in the field.

The temple was constructed by
Pallava k.ll'l,g Marasimbavanmman
Il, papularly known as

Rajasifmiha.
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WHO Southeast Asia members
to meet to nominate its regional
director, to discuss health issues

Session will discuss ways to rein in cardionascubar diseases. end neglected tropical diseases and ernsure regional health

security; the two candidates in the fray are Bangladesh nominee Saima Wazod and Nepals Shambhu Prasad Acharya

Eindu
NEW DELHI

Pera)

ealth  Ministers

and senior off-

ciak from the
Southeast Asia member
countries of the Warkd
Health Onganization will
meet in New Dedhi the
coming week to deliberate
on priority bealth sues
and nominate the next

WHO Regioral Committee
for Southeast Asia, the an-
mal governing body mees-
ing of the WHO at the re-
gional Jevel, will be held
from October 20 o No-
vember 2, according to an
official communscation. &
added that WHO Director-
General Tedros Adhanom

Key topics
Accederating  prevention
and coatrol d cardiovascu-
lar diseases, ending ne-
ical diseases,
and reg heakh securi-
ty, are among the key is-
sues to be disazssed. A mi-
nisterial roundtable will be
held on strengthening
pemmary healthcare as a
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The WHO says siace 2014, the Southeast region has eliminaned
pokio and Matomal and AOcna Ll MWLM SAMDIEP SENA

key eclement towards
xhwvlqgunmml henlr.h

“On \M.-dnrsdm the re
sonal committes -will vate
o paminate the next WHO
Regiomal Director for
Southeast Asia. There are
two candidates i the fray
- ghidesh i Sar

She added that at the re-
gonal committee, coun-
tries will be felicitated for
public  health  achieve-
ments, many of them trig-
gered by the focused ap-
proach  towards  the
regioeal flagship priorties.

Ml hed

ma Wazed and Nepal no
minee Shambhu Prasad
Acharya. The nomination
will be submitted to the
WHO Executive Board,
which will meet from Janu
ary 22to 27, 2024, in Gene-
va, Switzerland. The newdy
appointed Regional Direc-
tor will assume office on
February 1 for a fiveyear
term,” said a senior WHO

Giving an overview of the
health issies in the region,
the WHO office notes that
this area is home to more
than two billion people,
and since 2014, the regi

has eliminated pd:pa:d‘
maternal and neanatal te-
tamus. Four countries -
Bhutan, the Maldives, Sri
Lanka and Tnnoml.tslt -
have el

and rubella, one of the
exghn flagshp priorites.
Priocitising elimination
of neglecsed tropical dis-
eases, four countries - tye
Maldives, S Lanka, Tha-
land, and Banghdesh -
have eliminased lymphatic
filariasis, while Nepal and
Myanmar ehmirated tra-
choma, and India was veri-
fied yaws-free. Additional-
ly, Sri I..'mh and the
Mald { mala-

gion bad been investing In
stremgthening  prepared-
ness and response capac-
ties snce the 2004 Indan
Ocean tsunami that hit
multiple coumtries in the
region and killed over
200,000 people. Coun-
tries have been enhancing
Imternaiooal Health Regu-
lation (2005) care capack
ties. The lessons from CO-
Vll}lﬂ pandemic are now

ria, while Thailand, the
Maldives and Sri Lanka
eliminated motherto-child
transmisson of syphilis

Bhu-

Foausing on accelerat-
ing reduction of maternal,
neonatal and under-S mor-
tality, the regica recorded
a 68.5% reduction in ma-
ternal mortality between
2000 and 2020, a 45% re-
duction in under-S martali-
ty and a 39% reduction i
neomatal mortality during
the period. Five countries
-~ South Korea, Indonesia,
the Maldives, Sri Lanka
and Thaibind - have
achieved 2030 SDG (Sus-
taimable Development
Goals) targets of reducing
under5 mortalty and neo-
natal martality. “Prooe to
heakh ies, the re-

¥ the Regonal Stra-
lcgac Rmnlmzp ca Health
Security and Health Sys-
tem Resilience for Emer-
gencies 2023202 saxd
Dr. Khetrapal.

Tackling BP, diabetes
She said the region is accel-
erating control of cardio-
vascular diseases with a
target to place 100 million
people with hypertension
and/or diabetes ca proto-
cobbased management by
2025. *We are committed
to accelerating universal
health coverage. With the
focus on human resources
for heakh and essemtial
medicines, the availability
of doctors, ourses and
midwives has mcreased by
aver 306% since 2084
Countries m the region
have been talang several
initiatives 10 make univer-
sal health coverage a reali-
ty,” she added.
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Bangladesh is building memorial to
honour Indian heroes of 1971 war

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

A memorial to honour the
Indian soldiers who sacrif-
iced their lives in the Liber-
ation War of Bangladesh in
1971 at Ashuganj in Bangla-
desh is in the advanced
stages of completion. It will
have the names of around
1,600 Indian soldiers in-
scribed on it.

It is expected to be rea-
dy by December and the ef-
fort is to have it inaugurat-
ed by Prime Minister of the
two Prime Ministers in
March or April, said A.K.M.
Mozammel Haque, Bangla-
desh Minister for Libera-
tion War Affairs.

This will be the first me-
morial in Bangladesh to ex-

A model of a memorial building that Bangladesh is making for

A0

Indian soldiers who were part of the 1971 war. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

clusively honour Indian
soldiers from the 1971 war.
The foundation stone for
the memorial at Ashuganj,
Brahmanbaria was laid by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Bangladesh

Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina in March 2021.

“The idea is by Decem-
ber it will be finished. All
the names of the Indian
soldiers martyred will be
engraved so that everybo-

dy can know who are these
people who sacrificed for
our emancipation, for our
liberation,” Mr. Haque had
said. “We will try to invite
both the Prime Ministers,”
he said noting there are
elections in both coun-
tries. “That is why we are
thinking by March or April
we will try to inaugurate it,
by both the Prime Minis-
ters,” he stated.

Major Chandrakant
Singh, VrC, a 1971 war vete-
ran and author of several
books on the war, intro-
duced Mr. Haque as the
first Bangladeshi who at-
tacked the Pakistan Army
in 1971. “1 feel happy and
proud to have been asso-
ciated with this project,”
he told The Hindu.
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B. Prasad

cloud  seeding
experiment car-
ried out in Sala-
pur city, which

Ealls: om the: Jeeward side of
the Western Ghats and
hence gets low rainfall -
3584 mm and 422 mm of k-
tal rainfall during the pe-
ricd June to September
HE and 219, respectively
— wits able to achieve 18%
relative enloncement in
rainfall, which is approxi-
mabely 867 mm mare min-
fall. The relstive enhamce-
ment  of  acoumulabed
rainfall was seen over two
hours after the
cliouds. [n all, the total en-
hancement of water asila-
bility through clowd seed-
ing experiments was 867
million tres. The results of
the stidy wene published
recently in the journal Bul-
letine aof e American Mefe-
orulogicgl Society.

The: experiment — (loud
Aerosol  Interaction  and
Precipitation  Enhamoe-
ment  Experiment {CAl-
PEEX phase-4} — was a
sciemtific imvestigation con-
ducited in Solpur city dur-
ing the summer monsoon
period of M8 and 2049
The primary ohjsctive was
i investigate the efficacy
of hygroscopic seeding in
deep convective  clouds
and to develop a dowd
sepding protocol. The ex-
periment used two aircraft
for studying various dowd
parameters and for seed-
ing the douds. The study
found that cloud seeding is
an effective strategy for en-
hamcing rainfall in a regiom
unider suitable conditbons.
A randomised seeding ex-
periment was undertaken
o stuchy the efectiveness
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II'TM Pune demonstrates cloud
seeding can produce rainfall

The approximate costof producing water thno

i wee uise nullg_mua seeding ; aircraft

' licres the cost will drog by more than 505

Cloud seeding works if done cormrectly

Cloud seeding eparimants wens corried out In Solapur city, which gets less rinfsll, from June

to Saptember i 2010 and 2019

N Thabd v T iecribiied I rialrvlal] e i 100
55077 i I Soligiir Sty deh B chid Shading
= Approimaty cost of producing weter threugh

of cloud seeding in prodioc-
ing rainfall. Im totl X6
comvective  doods  were
chosen, and 150 were seed-
ed while the remaining 122
clowds were not seeded.
“In our previows work
we harve found certain cha-
racteristics in a cloud such
as the Bguid water content
in the dowd, the vertical
muotion in the cloud, which
is an indicator of the
grvwth of the clioud, will
heelpy infarm ws if the doud
will rain or mot. Based an
several criteria we know i
a comvective cloud has a
potential o0 min as all
clouds cannot rain,” she

o

Convective clonds with
a depth of over one k-
metre and likely o evobae
imo deep cumuhs doads
were targeted.

“We must indicate thae
the ivailability of a brge
mumber of samples (150
22 seedmo-seed) is o besti-
muay i the minfall enhan-

cement  through  hygro-
soopic seeding with the
phwvsical conditions set in
CAIPEEN," the authors
Write.

“The: seeded dowds pro-
duced more rainfall than
the unsesded clowds ™ Dr.
Thara Prabhakaran from
the Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology,
Pune and the correspond-
ing author of the paper
tells The Hindw

Calcium chloride flare
was wed for seeding the
dowds. A dowd seeding
flare relenses these parti-
cles when triggered. The
seeding was done at the
base of the warm convec-
tive clowds and at a time
when the clouds were in
thesir growing stage: so that
the seed particles could en-
ter the clouds with mini-
mum dispersion.

*The comective chowd
bases are found at S00-
1,500 metres altitude dur-
ing the summer monsoon

W Clehum chiloriie Riss wish wiied Rof bbb e
ot T insbelingg v S0s W U besii-oF the
i Cfraicthvi loudi i it b i e i

period and arvund 2,000
metres or more altitude
during the momoon break
perinds, which depemnds on
the maishure content in the
lower atmosphere,” Dr
Prabhakaran sys. “Since
the clouds are found at
lower heights, the base of
the comective couds =
warm, around 15 degress
s

“But  dood seeding
alone cannot  mitigate
dirousghts but can help pro-
duce 15% more rainfall and
partially address water re-
guirensents,” siys Dr. ML
Bajeevan, former secre-
tary, Ministry of Earth
Science, and a co-nsthor of
the paper. Undertaking
cloud seeding as catch-
ment-scale  projects  can
passibly belp in managing
dirought conditions.

*The study was carried
for two years io first study
and understamnd the micro-
physics and characteristics
of convective clouds that

i be targeted o enhance
rainfall. The work provides
ebborate protoools amd
techmical guidance to plan
and condhect clowd seeding
in India,” he savs. The two-
year study has helped de-
velop a high-resolution m-
meerical muodel that can
help stakeholders to identi-
fy target locations, clowds
that can be seeded, and a
suitable seeding strabegy i
enhamee rainfall inan are.

Ume of the maost impar-
tant findings of the stwdy
was that not all cumulus
dowds  produce  minfall
when cloud seeding is
dome. “We found 20-25% af
cumubhis cdouds  prodsoe
radndall if clowd seeding is
done correctly. The micoo-
physics of douds vary
widely amd so oot all
dowds  produce  rinfall
through cloud seeding,”
says Dr. Rajeevan.

“Though the rebtive en-
hancement of minfall was
46% as measured by aubo-
matic rain gauges, the ac-
tual increass in rainll ov-
er a 1M sg.km area was
anly 1B%" sy Dr
Prabhaksirin.

“We estimated the cost-
benefit ratio and found the
approcimate cost of pro-
duoring  water  through
dioud seeding was 18 paisy
per litre. It was a research
experiment and so we
hired two aircraft from owt-
side India for seeding the
domds. The oost will drop
Iy more than S0¢% if we uss
indigenous  seeding  air-
craft,” says Dr. Prabhaka-
ran. In places like Solapur
where water & supplied
anly once in three das,
the anvaibbility of addition-
al water through cood
seeding will be immensely
beneficial.
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What's in store for economy in second half?

Conld the West Asia lare-up push oil prices further up and disrupt food and ferilizer supply

limes? Hiow mary fraught geopolitical events, rising risk aversion, higher imterest rtes and volatike

markets impact Indiz? Have domestic comcerns about inflation Buded?®

Vikas Dlhoot

The story so far:

he Indian economy, meamred in
tenms of the Gross Domestic Produc
IGOPY as well as Gross Value-Added

(G%AY, grew 7.8% berween April and
Jume {first quarer ar Q) this vear, a four
quarier-high. The Finance Ministry believes the
mcEmensum of economic activity was amied
fizrward in the July September quarier, despie
retadl inflation hardening o 6.4% from 4.7% in
(3 thands i a spike in §00d prices. Growth
estimanes for 02 will come in next month, b
the Reserve Eank of India (R expects GOP
gromvity i moderate i 6 5% A week inio the
second half of the vear, the kraelPalesine
comlict enupied and a spase of fresh dark diosds
e hower over the eoommmy.

How have experts reacted io recemt evemis?
Economists feel & prolonged conflics in West
Asia could onude ail prices nd India’s
coamiort mre?nd if mther n:u.m':r::wpnﬂrfn\-
crmical sea routes could fce dismaptions and
spike transport and inssrance costs. The
FoVETIMMENS may not pass an higher petroleum
0 TSRS ahudﬂrﬁm.naldemg.
Instance, have been hiking fares in line with
aviation rurbine fee] onsts. Morsover, Fuel

suppn for under recoveries. Finanoe Minisier
Nirmaka Stharaman, in her first pemarks sinoe
the srifis in Gaza, said it has brought concems
ahmat fue, fiocd security and sspply chains back
tio the fnrefront. She flagged concermns abour the

imypacy of any disrupeions an inflation in the
e fiure. I subsequens commenis, she has

The R
CAWETTHN B
cunficlent of
the everall
MG
et ls of
thir Inglian
Ty
dlespite
fresh
uncertiinty

also e tsed the need oo ensure that
ﬁmd..mphuﬁﬂ'nhurand ﬁulsmﬂesdldmhemw
an “instrument of war and dsnsprion”.

The REI Governor Shakiikanta Des, who
chaired a monetary policy review howrs before
I{unasl:.nc::dﬂuﬁzuhuhdtnmﬂkn,
'Ht:lﬂ'n.@rl}ulﬁeperbddw
Is aver, but & you womikd have seen in the la
fitnight, new uncertaintes have been thrown
up while some that already exdsped, ke ol

dtmtmutmhellmdme
rmnu_f. bond vields that hit a bsyear high
is momth and mied ghohal dota poines amid
fizars of “higher for longer™ interest rmees. A oot

i Inedia’s inberest e s noi on the cards, he
emphasissd. “Interest rates will remain high
b bongz.... oy tinse ansd the way the world &

evolving, will iell~ Higher inerest rates cn
irypacs irvestment flows: in markers ke ndia.

Is tlvere a shifit in the assessment of risks for
the econommy?
mmﬂmwmuunm
Its 207324 GDP growth estimate for india in
s ust gy et e .25 GOF upes
15 |5 just ¢ the 6.5% GDFP
d‘nerl.nﬂ.luj mmw mdmemhn'ep:nntdw
i fior this year, following last year's 7.2% growth.
I irs momthly ecomomic review repon e
lam manth, the Departmen of Eoonomic Affars
(DEA) i the Finanoe Minisory sid it was
oominriable with the 6.5% hopes “wish

symmsric risks”. Bright spots of conporate
Eﬁuﬂhﬂ. prvare secvar cxpital formasion,
credit growth and consonection sector
mrﬁmﬁ“&ﬂ' cices (~bus
prlm:lf‘
0 alarms vei™) and an overdue global smok
market correction, which it termed “an
everqpresent risk”. The RBL this monch, also
asserved that risks from the uneven morsoon,
:;pdnnlmruluru , glohad market volariling
economic shwdosm, were “evenly
balanced™. The BBl expeeces GIF th to show
mﬂmhmmmdﬁrmi‘!
In Jammary i hlarch 2024 before pidding up o
A% in Q1 of 2024-25, Governor Das has since
exded confidence in the overall macre
femdamentals of the Indian economy, despite

el Iy recent develoy in the
I'emmcuﬂ'a.ndmlnmﬂr

mecnetary podicy in the 115, dwith forther
mscnetary poldicy tghtening not nbed oot) could
cause imancial conditons o be resricve,” it
said. It was akeo prescient about the 1S, sinck
markeis a greaier corection risk, which
wonikd have effieres on other markess.
Iﬂhkmﬂ:uhﬂsdﬂcﬁdﬂmﬂghdapd
sharp declines before 2 marginal recovery w
mhmmmmﬂﬁaﬂ:hmﬂer
wiamy about fremghs peopolineal conditions
a In rsk aversion. "N these ks

mm:ﬁ;:mm:::ﬁm
e acwvity in other couniries,
India,” & noeed, even as it averred that India's
growvih story remained on irack. Inflation had
:Eudm.w.m frmlus:'mmh

TAR \ghilgh
wﬂmmmucmyuﬂm

Inflation aqmcu.u.nmmf-;u.s all iswell.
What are domestic factors towatch ot for?

have subsided moath,
nmldao:{n:kup.ﬁﬂml,uhldiupacu
average indlation of 5.4% 2003234, has
penned in a 5.6% average I jprices fior the
Oooher to Decemdber quamner and 5.2% for the
first six momnths of 2024, While some vegetahle
prices have corpected, inflaton in onions has
mummhhrwhﬂsxﬂmm
likedy 1o stay high for a while. The IMF
:'ul'l.'mrlcl expedt indlation o average even
higher at 5. 5% and 5.5%, respecsvely. The RET's
prefemed 4% inflation mark remains elusive as
i progpects af imierest rate o, This doesn’t
bode welll for a sustained rise in
demand that i vital to revive —_—
investmienas. A Bank of siudy on
EArments, .
shampoo, cookers and even ioe oream, had
dedined berween 2% to 20% i the first five
mecaths of this year. “Sormally when indlation is
high househaolds wend oo back on
discretionary spending which is whan i being
seen boday,” I.tmd.wlhpu'lu.pdmund
:I’an-l' the next kol manths will
'ﬂlﬁnuhur e hazs acoually

plcked up, the Bank's eronomiss sald. Rural
demand which has been gging, will be

, A may come under mone pressure
If snme crops” ounput is affected. Las b not
the least, an economis from a frmm saiid,
the uproming slection ssason imply snme
slowdown in pukilic capey in infastrucmure that
revved up the evanmmy m recent quarters.
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Why will police stations install DNA systems?

What are the concerns? Why has the National Crime Records Bureau cautioned against the

misuse of the database by ensuring identification and deplovment of appropriate safeguards

allowing only designated officials to access the data in real time?

Vijaita Singh

The story so far:
n April 2022, the Criminal Procedure
(identification) Act (CrPI) was passed by
Parliament. The Act enables police and
central investigating agencies to collect,
store and analyse physical and biological
samples including retina and iris scans of
arrested persons. The rules that would govern
the Act were notified in September 2022,
However, the Act is yet to be implemented fully
as the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB),
the nodal agency, is still preparing the guidelines
and Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to
implement the legislation. The NCRE operates
under the Union Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA). Though the Act and rules do not
distinctly mention collection of DNA samples
and face-matching procedures, in subsequent
meetings with State police officials, the NCRB
has said that these measures will be rolled out in
around 1,300 locations across the country.

Why was the legislation brought in?

‘The CrPI Act repealed the British-era
Identification of Prisoners Act, 1920 whose
scope was limited to collecting and recording

K2 -1

Plans to
include
DNA
samples
and facial
recognition
technology
have raised
questions
about the
protection
of data

finger imp footprint impressions and
photographs of certain category of convicted
persons and impressions of non-convicted
persons on the orders of a Magistrate. The
government said the new Act made provisions
for the use of modern techniques to capture and
record appropriate body measurements.

What is the role of the NCRB?
The central body has been entrusted with the
task to “store, process, share, dlssenmm and
destroy records of ns
!aken at any police stalion will be stored in a
ined by the NCRB. The
daxabnse oould be accessed by authorised police
and prison officials across the country.

The NCRB will prescribe the specifications of
the equipments or devices to be used for taking
measurements in digital and physical format,
the method of handling and storing
measurements by the State police in a formart
compatible with the NCRB database and also the
Information technology system to be used for
taking the measurements. Police and prison
officials have been authorised to take
measurements and the Act expanded the scope
to also allow any person skilled in taking the

or a regi. d medical
pm:mianer or any person authorised to take
such measurements. The records are to be
stored for 75 years.

What is the status on the ground?

Police across States have been trained to record
finger impressions through the National
Automated Fingerprint Identificaton System
(NAFIS).

However, several police officials said the iris
scanners and devices that would enable
capturing of DNA and facial-recognition systems
are yet to be provided.

NAFIS, also under the NCRB, is a separate
project that was launched in 2022, It assigns a
unique ten-digit National Fingerprint Number
(NFN) to all suspects arrested by the police. State
police have their own fingerprint database.
NAFIS integrates the data on a common
platform, enabling the police to runa
countrywide search to match fingerprint

impressions lifted from a crime scene.
NAFIS workstations are operational in many
States.

What are the challenges?

When the Bill was being debated in Parliament,
Opposition members argued that it violated
fundamental rights, induding the right to
privacy. With plans to include DNA samples and
facial-recognition technology, questions arase
about the protection of such data.

A police officer in Uttar Pradesh said that
though the rules state that measurement of
persons detained or arrested under prohibitory
and preventive sections of law are not to be
recorded, not many officers are aware of it. The
rule states that unless a person is booked under
prohibitory and preventive sections that are
clubbed with other serious criminal charges, the
measurements will not be stored in the system.

1t takes the onus of destruction and disposal
of records of an individual from the central
database In case a person has been falsely
implicated in a crime or has been acquitted by
the court. For such a disposal destruction, the
request will have to be made to the nodal officer.

According to Software Freedom Law Center,
India, an Internet advocacy group, “The onus
for destruction of data in this 75-year time
period has also been placed on the people
whose data has been collected. This would
impact people from sections of society who do
not have access to the law and would therefore
be unable to apply for deletion. The provision
should be read in terms of the Right to be
Forgotten and should not be at the mere
discretion of the Nodal Officer” The type of DNA
samples that could be collected by the police
have not been defined yet.

\no(herpollmoﬂicer said, “handling DNA

sires proper trai The storage is
also a concern. It lsoompulson in offences
registered under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. However, what is
its scope In other crimes such as cheating and
snatching is yet to be spelt out clearly”

1n meetings with the States, the NCRB has
cautioned against the misuse of the database by
ensuring identification and deplovmenl of
appropriate safeguard ng only d d
officials to access the data in rml time.

Another government official in the Northeast
said connectivity is a huge problem and police in
smaller States have been unable to fulfil the
requirement of secured Internet lease lines.
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India signs off with a
whopping overall
tally of 111 medals

Neeral and Gaviot win gold in javelin and 400m respectively: Darpan and
mens rapid VEBI team take top honours in chess

ASIAN PARA GAMES ' —

HANGZHOU

ndian athletes created
l history on Satunday as
they ended their
Asian  Para
Games campaign with an
unprecedented 111 me-
daks, the biggest haul for
the country in any major
intermational multisport
event. On the conchixding
day on Saturday, India ad-
ded 12 medals, inchuding
four gold.

With 29 gold, 31 silver
and 51 bronze in their kit-
ty, the total tally was four
more than the record 107
medals won in the Asian
Games recently.

India ended fifth in the
medals tally with China
topping the charts with
521 medalls ( 284 gold, 167
silver, MO bronze).

39 more than 2018

India won 39 more medals
than the 2018 edition with
athletics contributing 55
{18 gold, 17 silver, 20). In-
dian shuttlers contributed
21 medals, including four
gold, while chess, archery
and shooting gave eight,
seven anxd six  medals
respectively.

The only other instance
of India crossing the 100-
medal mark in a major in-
termational  multisport
event was the 101 medals
at the 2000 Dethi Com-

Podium finish: Javelin throwers Noara) and Tok Crand colebrato
thalr gold and bronze madal winning show. SPECHL ARBANGEMENT

monwealth Games.

On Thursday, Neeraj Ya-
dav began the gokd rush by
winning the men's javelin
F55 with a Games record
of 33.69m.

Twin success

Dilip Mahadu Gaviot ad-
ded another athletics gold
by daiming the men's
400m T47 race with a time
of 49.48 seconds.

Chess players saved the
best for the last with a se-
ven-medal day, including
two gold. Satish Inani Dar-
pan won the men’s indivi-
dual rapid VIi-B1 event,
while the trioc Darpan,
Pradhan  Kumar Soun-
darya and Ashwinbhai

Kanchanbhai  Makwama
took the team gold.

Other medallists:

Athletics: Bronze: Tok Chand
(men's javalin FSSE Pocja
(wamen's 1500m T20.

Chess: Siver: Pradhas Kumar
Soundarya (men's individual
rapid W81

Brene: Adwinbhai
vanchantihai Makwana (men's
indvidaal apid W-E1), Kishan
Gangoli (men’s individual rapd
VI-B2/B3); Kishan Gangod,
Somenda and Anan Balchanda
Joshi papid W-EB3 mam)
Vruthi Saganal Jain, Himansi
Ehavashiumar Rathe, Sarckeus
Vikas Nom (women's Gpid M-81
team|

Rowing: Shver: Anta and
Honganapalke Naayana [P3
mised doublo soulis)
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